
5/18 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Narrative for AFTLS 2019-20 Tours 

 

Fall 2019: Twelfth Night 
 
Mistaken identities, disguises, and love triangles: Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night sees the great 
playwright blending his comic and dramatic devices with masterful dexterity. Even now, its 
riches entertain and delight, with some of Shakespeare’s most famed language bolstered by 
deeper, richer currents of love, desire, grief, and transformation. Twelfth Night is a deliriously 
enjoyable romantic comedy not to be missed. 
 
Shipwrecked on the Illyrian coast, Viola, an aristocrat by birth, searches for her long-lost twin 
brother Sebastian. Believing him drowned, she disguises herself as a boy named “Cesario” and 
goes to work for Duke Orsino, who is in love with Lady Olivia. Olivia, mourning the deaths of her 
father and brother, instead falls in love with Cesario, who is herself falling for the Duke. 
Meanwhile, the scheming steward Malvolio endures a series of practical jokes, creating a 
delightful tangle of comic complications on the way to a memorably joyful ending. 
 

Spring 2020: The Tempest 
 
From magic, a storm; from a storm, vengeance; from vengeance, virtue. The dramatic themes 
of Shakespeare’s The Tempest resonate more strongly with every passing year. Indeed, the 
passage of time and knowledge is one of the play’s most important themes, with a wronged 
man learning to wield his power with humility and empathy. Filled with romantic machinations, 
political scheming, and some of Shakespeare’s most vivid characters, The Tempest is a 
perennially popular tale now seen as one of his greatest works. 
 
Prospero, the rightful Duke of Milan, is stranded on an island with his daughter, Miranda. 
Possessing magic powers, Prospero conjures a storm with the intent of exposing his brother 
Antonio and King Alonso, who had him deposed. As Miranda falls in love with Alonso’s son 
Ferdinand, Prospero’s quest to reestablish his power leads him to a compelling dilemma: 
whether to destroy or forgive his enemies. 
 

 

 

 


